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«  Called to grow» 

Dear Brothers and Lasallian friends...Our Re-
gion, like most of our Districts, Delegations and 
Sectors, is young. We are as a community and 
personally called to grow. God, willing to share 
with us his greatness, does not want to be great 
without us. He calls us to grow following the 
example of our holy Brothers and the great fig-
ures of the Lasallian mission. John Paul II told 
us: You have not only a glorious history to re-
member and to recount, but also a great history 
still to be accomplished! Look to the future, 
where the Spirit is sending you in order to do 
even greater things. (Vita Consecrata 110). 
 
We are used to the phrase “God alone is great!” 
Jesus tells us that the greatness of God is a 
greatness of communicative communion. He 
teaches us that in every human being, there is 
more than human. Each of us is more than him-
self because he is a sanctuary where the great-
ness of God is decided. Jesus came to save us 
with our work, making our dignity, our great-
ness ... During the washing of feet, we see Him 
kneeling before the dignity of the human being. 
Why does he accept to die on a cross after a ter-
rible agony, if not to sweep all that prevents us 
from reaching our true stature? His passion is a 
passion for God's kingdom being built in all of 
us. 
 
Thus, Jesus did not come to tell us that we, mis-
erable sinners, are nothing before God. His in-
carnation is not intended to humiliate us like the 
powerful of this world would do. He did not 
come to accuse us, like moralists or legalists ... 
Jesus tells us his faith in our potential for great-
ness. He is always ready to give credit to the 
sinner. Let us be his disciples, let us train our-
selves not to behave like "accusers" of our 
brothers and sisters. The greatness he teaches us 
is a humbling greatness and of generosity in the 
service of the least. It is not a greatness that 
"swells" us, fills us with ourselves but, on the 
contrary, we empty ourselves… 
 
We have on the path of John Baptist de La 
Salle, the admirable example of a path of great-
ness. Passionate about the freedom of others, he 
put his life on the greatness of  the  smallest. He  

is not confined to his tastes, his ideas, his  so-
cial class, in church structures, school of his 
time. While being their formator, he also lets 
himself be formed and transformed by teachers 
at the start of his journey, he "placed beneath 
his servant" and himself said at the beginning, 
"the thought that I have had to live with them  
would have been unbearable.” The greatness of 
each finally able to inner freedom of which he 
is able to witness vis-à-vis his various personal 
interests. It is measured by the distance he is 
able to take vis-à-vis his own desires, his own 
views, his own culture, his frustrations... 
 
Accepting to grow implies the choice to live in 
certain insecurity. Naturally, we prefer to be 
left alone. We prefer tranquility to life. Be-
cause living requires courage, lots of courage. I 
talk about growth. Since we Africans often go 
for "perpetual latecomers," let us be clear: let 
us not confuse growth and progress, that is to 
say, to grow and to run, especially running to 
catch the "other". Let us not be introduced into 
the "complex of impatience." The growth that 
we give to ourselves is misleading. We can 
make ourselves available to grow but not to 
give ourselves the spiritual growth that I am 
talking about here. 
 
This growth begins through the states of mind, 
attitudes. It is a matter of communication, for-
mation, asceticism, culture of discipline and 
rigor in the management of our structures and 
our resources. There can be no growth without 
the ability to project into the future. Our vision 
is expressed concretely by what we call today 
"strategic plan". The development of such a 
plan involves: who are we? Where are we? 
Where do we want to reach? Where do we go if 
we want to achieve this goal? But the strategic 
plan is only a tool, a technique, which does not 
serve us if we do not develop the sense of a 
community of action. To grow, each must be 
rooted in his own realities, be true to his own 
identity while being able to go beyond our-
selves, to go beyond his physical, local particu-
larity. 
 

Your Brother, Pierre Ouattara.  
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Sector of Ethiopia: Inauguration of Centre E-Learning  
 

On November 10, 2014 St Joseph School 
inaugurated its e-learning centre/e-library 
which will be used by students and teach-
ers as a learning hub in using computers. 
The new Centre has 40 computers and two 
servers which were bought with the help 
of German Catholic Church Diocese of 
Rottenburg-Stuttgart. This gives the IT 
department an opportunity to provide 
more service to students and teachers. A 
fibre optic computer network is being laid 
out by an alumnus owned company USi 
that networks every part of the school.  
 
Ato Michael Sheble owner of USi a leading computer specialist in the country has a very prag-
matic vision for the school in embracing technology in its day to day teaching. His vision is also 
shared by the duo computer instructors of the school Ato Gezagene and Ato Yoseph who had been 
pushing hard the school administration to adopt ICT as one of its core methods in teaching young 
students. The school administration has also now embraced the idea that there is a need to use ICT 
in its classrooms at every level. The new e-library is just the beginning, in the near future students 
will be using tablet computers to access lessons in their classrooms instead of copying from the 
chalkboard. Teachers and students will have vast archive of information and lessons on any given 
topic on the schools servers or the World Wide Web accessible by broadband internet connection. 

 
Sector of Ethiopia: Students’ presidential election in Saint Joseph School, Addis Abeba 

 
Senior High School Students of St 
Joseph elected their president and 
other council members on Decem-
ber 1, 2014 in an open and democ-
ratic election. The election was held 
after candidates campaigned by pre-
senting their program and campaign 
speeches to the students using the 
schools PA system.  
Bement Tegistu was elected presi-
dent after receiving most votes. Es-
sey Ketema who received the sec-
ond highest votes will become the 
vice president. The vice president 
elect Essey has also been elected as president of the sport council which governs all intramural 
activities of students earlier in the beginning of school year. Both students who are elected to 
the highest student council positions are seniors who are respected for their leadership qualities 
and are seen as good role models. 
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Ongoing formation in Nairobi 
 

Brother Julius Adi, Sub-Director of the Scho-
lasticate, and Brother Marc Hofer, District 
Formation Coordinator, attended a 3-day Na-
tional Workshop for Formators in Nairobi. 
The main topics of this very enriching, chal-
lenging and insightful workshop were -The 
Challenges of Addictions and Sexual Devi-
ance in Religious and Priestly Formation, - 
Reality of Witchcraft, Devil Worship/
Illuminati Societies and its effects in Forma-
tion Houses, - Spirituality of Accompaniment 
that is rooted in the risen Lord, Jesus-Christ, 
whose Spirit touches the hearts and minds of 
the Formators and of all those who are en-
trusted to their care.  

This Spirit enables all of them to become 
more and more Christ-like in line with the 
charisma of their Religious Congregation.  
 
It was really amazing to hear how; even to-
day, addictions and sexual deviance as well as 
witchcraft have a disastrous impact on the for-
mation process of Formees in Religious For-
mation Houses and Seminaries. It was a real 
eye-opener to both of us. Maybe we should 
become more vigilant and pay more attention 
to these delicate and sensitive issues in the 
accompaniment of our Formees.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sector of Kenya : Young Brothers’ Solidarity Assembly 
 

Seven young Brothers and Brother Marc 
Hofer, District Formation Coordinator, par-
ticipated creatively in an Assembly that took 
place in the comfortable Ukarimu Centre in 
Molo that is located within wonderful and 
quiet natural scenery. On the first day each 
participant reflected on one of the Chapters 
of the Encyclical Message Evangelii 
Gaudium of Pope Francis and shared his in-
sights with the whole group. Brother Marc 
prepared a Power-Point that gave the partici-
pants the opportunity to reflect on key-texts 
of the Encyclical Message in line with their 
personal experiences in Communities, Lasal-
lian Educational Institutions, Sector and Dis-
trict. 

The following day each participant reflected 
on one or two Chapters of the Acts of the 45th 
General Chapter and shared once again his 
insights with the whole group. In both docu-
ments we were reminded that we as De La 
Salle Brothers should be more involved in the 
evangelization process of the Church in to-
day’s world. Cf. Proposition 16: That initial 
formation of the Brothers in the Institute will 
have as a priority their preparation as cate-
chists. In addition, the emphasis on the 
Brother as catechist will be part of the con-
tinuing formation of the Brothers. 
On the third day we shared a little our positive 
and less positive experiences.  

Relaf Newsletter N°14                                                                                                                                                         January 2015  



 6 

 

 Thanks to this evaluation we came to know 
once again that the implementation of the 6 
positive aspects of the formation process in 
our District bears little by little positive and 
much appreciated fruits in the Kenyan Sec-
tor: Community Annual Programme, Com-
munity Annual Budget, Team-Work, Partici-
pative Management, Promotion of Interior 
Life and Taking Care of the Human Dimen-
sion of our being besides the Christian and 
Lasallian Ones. Of course, some of our re-
marks recalled to mind the main objective of  

From December 29th to 31st, 2014 Bro Vin-
cent Pelletier animated a workshop on the 
revised Rule for the Members of the District 
Council and for the Formators of the Interna-
tional Formation Houses, Novitiate and 
Scholasticate, in Nairobi. It was insisted that 
it is not a new Rule but a revised Rule that 
refers mainly to the Rule of 1987. This re-
vised Rule put new perspectives into the life 
of the De La Salle Brothers in taking into ac-
count the new concept of the Church in line 
with the 2nd Vatican Council and the expan-
sion of the Lasallian Educational Mission 
throughout the world in spite of the fact that 
the number of the Brothers is steadily dwin-
dling.  

The revised Rule reflects the concept of the 
Church as a Communion of Priests, Religious 
and Lay through whom the Risen Lord con-
tinues to accomplish His Salvific Mission in 
today’s world, and the concept of Associa-
tion, Brothers and Lasallian Colleagues, for 
the Educational Mission of young people, 
especially of the most vulnerable in today’s 
society. Therefore the revised Rule invites 
the Brothers to be fully involved in the Asso-
ciation for the Lasallian Educational Mission,  

Workshop on the revised Rule 

the Mission Policy of the Institute: to pro-
mote and to establish the local Institute, i.e. 
self-sufficiency in qualified personnel and in 
financial resources, and its Lasallian Educa-
tion Mission, i.e. Association of Brothers 
and Lasallian Partners for the Educational 
Service of youth and adults, especially of the 
poor and needy ones. 
 
Finally, we closed with a prayer session that 
was inspired by Brother Superior’s letter to 
all the Brothers of the Institute and by the 
Message from the young Brother Capitulants 
to all young Brothers of the Institute.  

in the Pastoral Vocation Ministry and in their 

initial and ongoing formation.  
 

A critical debate about the notion of Shared 
Mission was led diligently by Bro Vincent 
Pelletier. Some of the participants regretted 
that this rather confusing notion Shared Mis-
sion was not replaced once and for all in the 
revised Rule by the well accepted and well 
understood notion Association for the Lasal-
lian Educational Mission. At the end of the 
workshop we appreciated this opportunity of 
having been initiated into the revised Rule 
that will become our common reference in 
our life as De La Salle Brothers in today’s 
world. 
 

Towards the end of the District Council 
Meeting we participated in an inspiring and 
well organised celebration of first vows of 
the 2nd-year novice Michael Otieno at the 
Scholasticate. Among the participants was 
Brother Pierre Ouattara, General Councillor, 
who attended the workshop of the revised 
Rule and the District Council Meeting and 
who had the opportunity to discover the Ken-
yan Sector of the Charles Lwanga District of 
Africa under the guidance of Brother Anton 
Oloo, Sector Coordinator. 
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We expressed our gratitude to all the Brothers 
who were involved in one way or the other in 
organising and animating this enriching and 
challenging workshop on the revised Rule, 
this edifying and fraternal District Council 
Meeting and this encouraging and joyful cele-
bration of first vows at the De La Salle Centre 
(Scholasticate) in Nairobi.  
 

Brother Marc Hofer 

It has become something of a tradition in the 
District of West Africa (DWA) to hold a 
meeting of Young Brothers every year on the 
day after Christmas Day. This year, the com-
munity of Niamey had the pleasure of wel-
coming the ten Young Brothers who at-
tended. The meeting took place December 
27-30 and was the setting for sharing experi-
ences and dreams, for spiritual formation and 
fraternity. The ten Young Brothers travelled 
by car from Ouagadougou on Dec. 27 and 
back again on Dec. 30 in the evening, with-
out any trouble or problems on the way. At 
the frontier they were treated with courtesy 
and their papers were processed with celer-
ity. The journey there took place in a good 
natured atmosphere, accompanied by sing-
ing, music and telling jokes.  On the way 
back, there were discussions on orientations 
in the District, on the political situation in the  

country, and an appreciation of Niger. The 
outstanding features of this session of forma-
tion and discussions were many. 
 
We started with Mass on Saturday evening, 
27 December, in the cathedral where we 
shared in a beautiful celebration of the antici-
pated Sunday Mass in communion with a 
small but fervent and dynamic Christian com-
munity. During the Mass, the cathedral parish 
priest introduced us to the congregation and 
wished us a fruitful meeting, inviting his pa-
rishioners to pray for many Lasallian voca-
tions in Niger. 
 
During the meeting which followed, we 
Young Brothers shared our experiences of 
community and spiritual life. We produced 
proposals for improving our conditions of life 
so as to have a better apostolic involvement.  
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Then, Father Paul SANWIDI, Redemptorist, 
spoke on the theme of the meeting: “Basing 
ourselves on Christ to rediscover the joy of 
witnesssing”. His talk was built around vari-
ous Vatican documents for the Year of Con-
secrated Life, and he stressed the need for 
listening: listening to oneself and to one’s 
Brothers in community, listening to others, 
listening to God. Without this four-way lis-
tening, our personal ministry to others is a 
flight from ourselves, from community, from 
others and from God, and it becomes an at-
tachment to one particular member of the 
family. 
The session included a number of visits. 
There was a visit to the community of Sisters 
of Notre Dame des Apôtres, who treated us 
to a delicious camel milk yoghourt, and a 
visit to Archbishops Michel Cartateguy and 
Laurent Lompo. We also made several out-
ings to discover  the cultural  richness  of  the  

country, including a visit to the national park and 
to the crafts village. A visit to the workshops of 
the lycée gave us an idea of the facilities used by 
the pupils of Issa Béri to produce their excellent 
educational results at national level, using ancient 
equipment that needs renewing. 
 
At the end of our stay with them, we were most 
grateful to the Brothers’ community in Niamey 
for their warm welcome. Their fraternity is not 
just in words but in deeds. We are also grateful to 
those religious communities that showed us such 
fraternal affection, to the archbishops for their 
pastoral solicitude, to the team of priest in the ca-
thedral, to the catering staff of community and to 
all the people of good will whose efforts served to 
make our stay so pleasant! God be blessed for this 
wonderful experience! 

Live Jesus in our hearts! For ever! 
 

Brother Raoul TRAORE 

We are happy to share with you the news of the 
INFOCENTRE THE DINING Soavimbahoaka -
Antananarivo Madagascar. On Saturday, De-
cember 6, 2014 was a day that marked the 2014-
2015 academic year of “Institut Supérieur Spé-
cialisé en Informatique et en Gestion”- ISSIG. 
Not only there was the graduation ceremony of 
the 21st "MIRAY" Group but it was also the of-
ficial opening of the academic year. 
 
As the motto of the Institute is "Building the 
man and tell God", giving thanks to God is a pri-
ority for the students and the teaching staff of 
INFONCENTRE. Thus, a solemn mass was 
celebrated in the ISSIG Chapel, Saint John Bap-
tist de La Salle in Soavimbahoaka, which began 
at around 8 am. The golden voice of the stu-
dents, who expressed their joy, filled the chapel 
right from the entrance song: "'ndeha hiroso iza-
hay fa tsy hiverina ..." which literally means, 
"We will move forward without return" .... And 
many other songs followed by liturgical gestures 
prepared by the students for the occasion. 

The Mass was celebrated by Father Grégoire, 
priest of the OssT, in a fervent atmosphere in 
which he kept saying that "through love, noth-
ing is impossible," "God is love" and that "even 
if one has so many qualifications, our knowl-
edge will be nothing if we do not live for love 
and with love "and finally that" Science without 
conscience is but ruin of the soul", said RAB-
ELAIS. 

After Mass, the official graduation ceremony was 
opened and was honored by the presence of 
Brother Visitor,  Mamy  RABARONE,  Mr SO-
LOFOSON  Rosa,  Director  of  the  Institute, Mr.  
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 François ANDRIANIAINA, Director of In-
formation Systems and representative of the 
Minister of Higher Education, the teaching 
staff of the Institute as well as the parents of 
students. Each of them successively spoke to 
congratulate the officials of the day. 
 
This was followed by graduation. This year, 
Miss Johanna Dina Navalona ANDRIANASI-
NORO student in Computer Science, received 
a double honor. It should be noted that this 
year was a successful year for all outgoing 
students had scores above 14/20, of whom 11 
were Very good with honors, 18 Very Good 
and 47 Good. [...] 
 
Note that the results of the 2013-2014 year 
were also announced that day. Similarly, the 
Institute did not forget to reward the First and 
Second best students in intermediate examina-
tion of the previous year. 
 
After the passing the pennant as it has been 
the tradition, a conference on the theme 
"Opportunities and impacts of ICT on market-
ing," was animated by Mr Princy, Director of 
Studies and professor at the Information Cen-
ter.  

 Then we sang the hymn of St. John Baptist 
de la Salle earnestly to close the morning. 
 
[...] Like every year, the rendezvous was at 
‘Pic Vert Ambatobe’. After the ceremonies 
in Soavimbahoaka; the party continued in 
Ambatobe. All students of ISSIG, the 
"MIRAY" of outgoing students, guests and 
parents shared their joy together. The party 
was well animated by the owner of the space 
and his team. There was the dance step 
“Afindrafindrao” without forgetting that it is 
the only day of the year when all those men-
tioned above are invited to a meal in a family 
atmosphere. Live the party! 
 
The new first-year students have had their 
share of the welcome cocktail which is none 
other than the "hazing." It is the custom to 
welcome them to the Institute. After the 
party, a cake was offered to each person pre-
sent. 
 

Finally, ISSIG is an Institute that we can en-
trust the assurance of our future as well as 
those in search of excellence. 

 Rova Honoretta,  
Second year student, ISSIG. 
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It is with great joy that we would like to share 

with you the festive ambiance of the Nativity, 

which took place in the hill of Soavimbahoaka, 

"the blessed people", a name given by the 

Blessed Brother Raphael Louis RAFIRINGA. 

We celebrated the feast in the Saint John Baptist 

De La Salle Chapel. 

On December 24 at 18 pm, we started the feast 

of the Nativity by songs, skits, dances and vari-

ous animations. It was really a night of joy for 

the children and youth of the Chapel with the 

Postulants of the De La Salle Brothers did par-

ticipate actively in the celebration. Despite the 

sudden power cut due for 30 minutes, the festive 

ambiance continued in a different way with can-

dles lit. The vigil was followed by a Eucharistic 

celebration during which Christmas songs such 

as "The Angels…”, the "Gloria in excelsis Deo" 

and many others were sung in a festive ambi-

ance. It was a party like no other. 

On December 25 at 7 am, it was still a different 

ambiance because at 6 am, that is to say, an hour 

before, the Chapel was already full and fortu-

nately,  we had already installed  outside benches 

 and sound system to allow everyone to attend 

and participate in the celebration. It is noteworthy 

that many people come to the Church only Christ-

mas Day and or Easter. Usually there are about 

600 faithful who attend Sunday Mass, but this 

time the number 1000 was far exceeded. The 

Mass was celebrated by Father Jean Marie RAN-

DRIAMBOLOLONA, the Chaplain of the 

Chapel. During the celebration, he urged the 

faithful to reflect on the salvation brought by the 

Son of God. Then Brother Julien, head of the said 

Chapel, closed the celebration by thanking every-

one for their active participation in the celebra-

tion. He ended his speech by wishing MERRY 

CHRISTMAS and by presenting BEST WISHES 

to the assembly. 

Since Christmas is also a feast for children, 

sweets were distributed after Mass to every child 

present. In short, the party was a success accord-

ing to the appreciation of each other, especially 

the liturgy, decoration, animation ... Thanks to 

good preparation. 
 

Andry, 2nd year Postulant. 

District of Antananarivo  
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January 7—28  Regional Office—Abidjan  

January 30  Leaving for Roma;  

February 1—28  2ème session du Conseil général à Rome; retour à Abidjan le 3 mars 

March 3—9  Regional Office in Abidjan  

January 24—28   Visit to Saint Miguel Scholasticate in Abidjan  

March 10—31  Visit to Congo Kinshasa District; March 27—31:  Francophone sub-region Conference  

Brother General Councilor’s calendar    
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