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Dear Brothers, dear Sisters, dear Lasallians In love, faith and reason always walk together until the
The reading of the various articles of this. Newsldétme when the necessity comes for a decisive act of fre
ter N°25 wasencouragindor me. After reading them,dom hidden at the bottom of loe. faith, there is always

“you will easily understand why they are placed undéeissue of the relation of the human being to his own vul
the themeof hospitality.If, on the occasion of Christ-nerability. Where the human being, d'espite his vulnerabi
ma s , we donot speak a bty has faith io lnpselftaadlinihis greativelalkiliies, & moee
would it be? hospitable society is possible. As Africans, do we hav
Christmasfor us Christiansis indeedGodin search faith in ourselves? Do we give faith to our ‘youth in-itself~

- of hospifalityin our world.it Is Joseph and- For the Christian, C-hristmas, it'is God Who puits faith
Mary, 's'eekinga homen order to surround. the birthin the human be‘ihgp to abandon himiself into his hands.
of their childwith a minimum of decent condi-This faith of God in uss proof ofhislove. He acts and
tions.To grant hospitality is a matter of trust. Trusgives us faith in ourselves only if we allow this love pene
we grant it without even thinking, to those belongirtgate our heartde does not want to be God without us.

_to our familiar universe. To trust is an ordinary nedRure, the act of faith is at its root an act of freedom, that
of our condition obeing vulnerabledependent: onto say, free, a kind of jump in the void gives us courage
each other. Without a minimum tfist, it becomes to face the futureThe hope, the personal commitment tha
difficult to live together. But it is not easy for theve put in our faith, makes it a source of dynamism an
poorand the foreigneto find hospitality where oneenthusiasm for our lifelo love, at the very root, meatts

trusts only the richthe powerful, the nationalr peo- entrust oneself taking the risk being lost. Love, at this
P | e.. of oneds et hnic .grlevel pf deatln becomes inat bmydm act nypuresfatiem
wealth and power, the human being seeks toproedt so an act of hospitalit
himself from his vulnerability. The hospitality of theson that we love, that we "hold him in our heart"? Hospi
world depends, in a general way, on how humanbea |l i t y of the heart doesn
ings relate to thewulnerablllty and the satlsfactlon ofcreate hosp|taI|ty in the world, we must start by glvmg

'thelrsecurlty needs. Trust is scary becausueans it to Jesusn our heart. To Iove to the extent of makmg it
taking the risk of being abused, betrayed. @ust an act of faith is scaring. Yet, it is with the eyes of faitf
makes us dependeon the gentleness awoth the that the other, other from another country, another ethn
goodwill of others. group, from another religioman truly be seen as a child
In faith, pure act of trust, we accept that our life is  of God, a brother, a sistérhe other is not a limit to my

"no Ionger under our control. ‘What givbe necessary own self but the beginning of my humanlty, the threshol
courage to such aarct of trust pure, that is to say, where we start to truly exist as human being.
free and without guarantee, is lovkeove is an act of May we, in celebrating Christmas, become this new ht
faith and who has little faithaslittle love." 1 manity in Christ Jesus.

Your brother Pierre Ouattara
JeanPaul II; Fides et Ratio . P.148. - °



Thefinal departure  from Abidjan of == ==
BrotherAnatoleDIRETENADJI, former Regional§
Bursar and now Visitor of the District of Central A

rica,has been markday a memorable event orgar®
izedat theregional house.

This eventtook place onFriday, 27 October 2017.
thanksgiving mass was celebrated in the Commu
chapel at 6:30 pm. Brother Pierre OUATTARA, Ge

Saint Miguel and Akwaba Communities, Father Roc =
gue from the Jesuitso6 Community, and Mr. Charl
magne who joined theegional community to celebratelhe assistance wasenledto the dining room for a

this Eucharist. fraternal meal. This was a time of gentle atmosphere tc

By starting this event with mass, we want first of all to

thank God for thgast six years Brothéknatole has appreciate  Brotheknatoleandthe  admirablavork

beenat the service of the Institute through tieevice that he haslone for both RELARnd the Institute.

of regional bursary, to entrust his new mission Blother Anatoleseized the opportunity to thank the

his Districto f origin 1intGmgpds hands and

for his successor, Brother Joan SALA COLL, from thcé?mmunlty and all the Brothers. He did not fail to ex-

District of Antananarivo, who wholeheartedly acceptguess his gratitude towards all those who have sup

the call of a missioim the regional Team.

ported him.

The ceremony ended with the giving of tokens to
Brother Anatole: the first symbolizes his role as pro-
vincial and the second symbolizes his footsteps as
disciple of Jesus Christ, and emulating the example o
Saint John Baptist de La Salle who left everything to
devote himself to the human and religious education of
poor children.

BrotherPierre Aymard BAKO

Regional Secretary
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In 2012, while CELAHnstitute First PHD holder of UCAO, could you tell us about the
celebrated its 20 years of existenc&onduct ofthe historicceremony of your thesis defense?
| had the joy of doing an interview!t Was on 20 June 1_98H5here was no_thlng hIStOI’IC' about i
with Brother Hilaire who happens?xce.pt the fact that it has been the first PHD thesis defen
L in this young faculty of theology. An event that promote
to be the firsDirector of CELAF. g not fail to exploit: postersiewspapers, radio, TV. The
By the grace of God, our first meetgefense was presided over by 5 members of the Jury an
ing took place on 31 July 2017, atvhom there was His Excellency Archbishop Anselme
the Generalate in Rome wherdgianma SANON, Archbishop of BoHDioulasso, African

"Brother Hilaire is in charge theologian of international span, lasted from 08:30 am

of archives service of the Institute while giving a hand to t&gso pm in the presence of, among others, Bishops m:

service of Postulation for the cause of Saints. Grabbing the Q(é(réo (;I ; ch%iﬁér?g‘l;bi ;g;:nae nndc % ; aﬁo?rghn;r: c eu%enrrr::rc

portunity, | took advantage of the situation to get a few WordSnolic Instituteof Abidjan,the Rector (Muslim) of the
with him,which | happily write down on the occasion of CEsovernment University of Abidjan, some from the Unive

LAF silver jubilee. sity and from the Catholic world of the Archdiocese. Tl
Brother Hilaire, could youintroduce yourself to the readers ofBrothers from the SuDistrict of Gulf of Benin of the time
the RELAF Newsletter? were present. The special note did not fail to be mentiol

Born on November 16, 1949 in Ambohimahasoa, a small tot;%a mem_ber of the ‘]lﬂry: "The author of the thesis is nc
gest; he is a Brother!

in the Hig.h Plateaug of IYIadagascar, | am the. second born twasthe problematic of your PHD thesis®hat re-
large family of 8 childreri 5 boys and three girls and parents ¢ 5 ¢ i n g do you make of it
from the ruralarea of Betsileo raised in Christianity. As a stercultural context of dialogue?

dent of the Brothers from primary school up to secondary levels a PHD thesis in Biblical Theology entitled: "Church ar
| went to the novitiate and | madey first vowsin 1969. After Fihavanana in Madagascar. It is hermeneutics of the CF
the years of temporary vows including a timemdlitary ser- tian reconciliation according to St Paul (2 Co, 5.2T)".

. . Structured in 2 great parts divided into 4 sections and sul
vice, as a young Brothan the national Malagasy Navy, [, 4" chaptershis thesis of 620 pages has bee

made myperpetual vows 9“ my birthday m_ 1980. ~ published in 1991 and was reedited in 2007. This tells
You have known the beginnings of what is todédwe Catholic the relevance of the problematic which, on the basis of
University of West AfricgUCAQO). Could you tell us your ex- Pauline experience of the announcement of the Gospel in
perience as a student? cultural Greek community of Corindis an act of

In 197677, | had first known, as part of the 2generation of ‘reconciliation of God with man,"” challenges the Malaga

studentswhat was the Higher Institute of Religious Cultur€ONtext of evangelization battling the cultural value of

. "fi%avanana‘Whic wag, used to translatee word recon-
(ISCR).a n ew foundatio n o f _ th € cidfod, As%h eaxrp)ressi?o'n St Pﬂ)ecﬂm&ﬁ 9nd & Beininsnk ©
of West Africa (CERAQO) located in Abidjan,

COt&yorid, in a permanent quest of relationship wite other,
d'lvoire,which subsequently becartiee Catholic Institute of the others and thentireOther.The issuds whether such a
West Africa (ICAO)andwhich has developeidto several de- value that is lived in an inclusive dimension at the famil
partmentsn the SubRegion,to become in the year 206%e parental, social, cosmic ancestral, transcendental level
Catholic University of West Africa (UCAO). My journey as &apPable of receiving the proposal of a New "fihavanan
studentvas marked at the beginning by the mottfrica that of God proclaimed in the Gospel of Jesus CHrist

. . o The rereading of the Pauline theology of reconcilia¢in
Nova Patria Cristias well as by a receptblication of the Re'_Cor 5, 1721), which the Conciliar Decree of Vatican Il ol

gional Church: "Becoming a Christian in Africa” (Koumiiye missionary activity of the ChurciAd Gentes, 22cor-

1976),and especially by the academic objective established #a#forates has opened the way to inculturation, or the liv
stipulates a better knowledge of the African raad his uni- and joyful encounter of the Gospel with culture, which is
versemeetinga novelty: the Gospel arits proposal of Chris- dual requirement for both faith and culturegardiess of
tian life.1t isin such a way my journeys a student tooklime and the context dominated todaygbybalization and
place:19761978:undergraduatet97980: years of Empower- interculturality. Is this noalsothe basis of a biblical theol-

. _ ogy of creation, of Incarnation and Redempaspart of the
ment for the Doctorate. During my“%ear in the Theology advent of a "new landtf AP21.1)and the commitment

Faculty, | was el ectHX8:yeats ofdi@anbwwbrid Brief @liatustd IF, 1, 11, 8Bdhsecrated
Research an@leaching in Madagascal9841986: Preparation to God and to his kingdom?

of the thesis.
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As amember of the Association of African theologianspuld you teachers who were then Brothers that | had recruited from Euro
present the objectives of this Associatiand your personal contri- pean countries (France, Spain, Italy, Belgium) and of the first gen
bution to the activities of the Association? eration of 17 Scholastic studenthe official inauguration of the
The proposal for such an associatisnborn in AbidjanCéte newborn baptized Lasallian African Centre (CELAF) had taken
d'lvoire,in 2007and it held its Statutory Assembly in Nairobiplace on the day of the EpiphaiyJanuary 199t its brand new
Kenya, in 2010 with the election of the President, the Bureau aité at Riviera lll, aftera Eucharistic celebration presided over by
the Scientific CommitteeNot to be confused with the EcumenicaCardinal Bernard Yago, Archbishop of Abidjan, in the presence of
Association of African theologians. the highest authority of the Institute, Brother Superior John Johns
The ATA is an interdisciplinary research group in African theolodgn, Brother Visitors from Africa, the Brothers from the Sub
bringing together theologians from local Churches of all major libistrict of Gulf of Benin, many religious men and women in Abid-
guistic areas of the continefits objective is multiple considering: jan as well as faithful from the parishes of Abidjan.

-On the one handhe itineraryof African theology since the

days"Black priests ask questiofistitle of a book published in What memories do you hold from your mission in CELAF?
19560n the role of the Church in Africa before independence uriillot of memories in 7 years (1994997).But | will list the names
the advent of the first African Synod with the impressive docaf the companions of foundation, Brothers and lay collaborators
ment" The African Bishops spe&k (1969-1992)" revealing the as well as their successors whose presence and commiraent
proposals of the Bishops of Africa; worthy of praiséhave supported me in the trials, just as thaye

- On the othehand, the challenge of research work and publiceentributedto give CELAFa spirit, a language and a practice of
tionsat the service of the Churches of Africa that the SECABtience in human and Christian education, up to making CELAF tc
chairs, collaboration at all levels, given the new socibe today amnternational unavoidable reference in the field of aca-
cultural, religious,political and economic contextis, an Africa in demic training in the responsibilitin the world of education in
mutation,which today raisemanyburning questions of theologicalthe African setup. Its objective: "to train Educators of top level for
order for the work of evangelization of the African continent. a new Africa" was not a vain word. | am far from forgetting all the
Personally, | participated in the two meetings of the foundationagfproachemadehere and there to obtain the academic recognition
the ATA on the topics:Evangelization, theology and salvation irof CELAF diplomas: the Faculty of Theology of the Catholic Uni-
Africa" and "Faith, Culture and Development in Africa”. Then asvarsity of West Africa (UCAQO) in Abidjamnder the aegis of the
member of the Forum FaBulturedevelopment in Madagascar, IRoman Congregation for Catholic Education, the Ecole Normale
participated in the international symposium held in Rome 68324 Supérieure of the University of Abidjan, the African and Malagasy
April 2014 on "the Church in Africa: from the Vatican Council Il t€€Committee of Higher Education (CAMES). great exemplary
the third millennium. Tribute from Africa for Popes John XXIII andollaboration which exceeded the national, regional and continen
John Paul II". In addition, ATA overcame the challenge of the pulat borders, extended to other Church institutions, to many reli-
licationof a bilingual dictionary of African theology for which, lgious congregations and various dioceses of francophone Africa.
contributed in the drafting of two articles.

As the first Director of the CELAFInstitute, can you instruct us What could be, in your opinion, the future prospects of CELAF
on the beginnings of this initiative of a Lasalliahigher institute Institute?

in francophone Africa? Some know what can be expected of a Higher Institute of Peda
An adventure! But an adventure which was worth it given thatgibgical and Religious Sciences. Personally, | have always nour
was a project of the General Council of the time whia, only ished the idea of a Lasallian University in Africar in Madagas-
believed in itbutalsohad a great vision of the future of Lasalliamar as an instrument of taking into account the problematic, of
Africa, | would say to the extent of faith and hope of its mernteaching, research and publication meeting ctirgexts which
bersamong whom Brother Vincent Rabemahafaly. CELAF is an gxrevail today in the Lasallian Educational Mission. The existence
nihilo creation whoseirection and implementatiosf theproject since a quarter of a century of our higher institutes in the Englisk
have been entrusted to two persdsther Paco Martinez for speaking zone (CTIE, Nairobi), and in the Francophone zone
thematerial aspect and tlenstructiorof the campus, and myself(CELAF, Abidjan) representsn asset, with othets be promoted,

for the administrative anthe academic organizatiowithin the in collaboration with the International Association of Lasallian
space of two yeard9901992), everything was ready, or almostJniversities(AIUL/IALU) to considetthis otherstructuring  ad-
because we were forced to launch the first academic year in Octebeture, pledge of a new inspiring breath to our mission to African
1991 in thefacilities of the Catholic Institute of West Africa (ICAO)youth,facing new "situations of abandonment”, if not pov-
in Cocody, in the presence of the Brother Regional who represermey, which have no name in Africa. In this future prospect, my
the Conference of the Brother Visitors, the new Formation teamqokstion is as follow®Did we reflect on answering and in our
the interDistricts scholasticate, the Rector of ICAO, the first way, the calbf the Church in Africa made by the successive syn-

| p— —-m Tl ods of 1994 and 2009 in terms of Universities and Higher Insti-

tutes (cfEcclesia in Africa, 103 Africae munus, 136?
CELAT- Apidjan

What message do you want $end to the Lasallian Family in
Africa? And to the CELAF educational community?

For me, to speak of the Lasallian Famity Africa or elsewherds

to speak in some way, Bope Francis says in H&cyclical, of
"our common home", not so muth be safeguardebtut espe-
cially to begiven face and vigour, to be treated, to be loved as &
privileged place of giving and receiving, because it is &@$@
very great importance" for many people who do not have a fu-
ture.In the same way, | would say the same word of encourage
ment to the great familgf CELAF educational community for the
mission which is theirs, today and tomorrow, in Africa.

Interview conducted by

Brother Raoul TRAORE 5






